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Come to our next meeting, January 12, and learn what Michael King of the

North Central Council of Governments says about Vision North Texas . This
private - public partnership is making important contributions to the future

quality of life, economic desirability and long - term sustainability of the 16 -
county North Central Texas Region. See  www.visionnorthtexas.org/

about.html
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Jan 3fi Mensa 12th Night Holiday Party

Details of our annual party hosted by the Wickers are on page 4.
Please call them (817 738 - 4953) if you plan to attend.
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This is YOUR newsletter. That means
you also get to contribute to it - your
witty sayings, puzzles, erudite articles or
artwork are all welcome.
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RVC RAMBLINGS

é 06tis the season to be jolly, rigp
but there is some information | would like to share and feel cannot wait.

Some background: The American Mensa Committee (AMC) is the board of directors of
American Mensa, Ltd. It consists of positions voted on by the entire membership
(chairman, treasurer, etc.), nonelected past chairmen and several appointees, and re-
gional vice chairmen who are elected by members of their respective regions. The AMC
creates policy, makes administrative decisions and, broadly, manages American Mensa.

Our documents state that ALL AMC members have equal rights as board members, and
nowhere do | find any ifs or buts regarding this. The chairman, as noted in our docu-
ments, has additional duties: to preside at AMC meetings and arrange agenda items. |
can find no documentation that states the chairman has sole control over the channel
through which the AMC discusses much of its business between and about AMC meet-
ings. That forum is the AMC e -list. The AMC e-list is not just another chat forum; here is
the place where motions are first discussed and seconders are found, plus much of the
information needed for a board member to fulfill his/her fiduciary duties.

| ran for the vice-chairmanship of Region Six with the idea that | would try to be the

best damned RVC the area has seen in quite a while, with a strong orientation to the

grassroots of Mensa: the local group. | find this a more satisfying and hands-on job

than previous positions | have held in Mensa, even including the chairmanship. | must

believe | have done pretty well, as exemplified by the outpouring of support by many of

you, the people | represent. I f | were not doi
would see through it? Some on AMC have claimed that my support comes because |

have lied to the membership of Region 6. Are Southwestern Mensans considered stu-

pid? | think not!

How does this all relate to the AMC e -list? That list is considered confidential. Nothing
posted on it may be posted outside the list with the exception of what the poster him/
herself has said.

Several months ago, | disclosed on MPol (a public e-list) something | had posted on the
AMC e-list; and, in the cutting -and-pasting process, inadvertently included a few lines
from two other AMC members i which were not particularly incendiary or even im-
portant. Although | apologized, Mr. Bakke removed me from access to the list, thus de-
nying me full participation as a board member and your representative. Mr. Bakke does
not have this unitary right as all his decisions must be supported by the AMC ExCom. It
was not consulted. If it was consulted it was illegally not reported to the AMC as an

ExCom decision.

Continued on page 6



THE PREZ BOX

By David Hodgson

Wel | here we are in 2007. We |
together to make it a festive and interesting one. Mensa 76 is growing
and thriving (wish I could say

with a little encouragement we can do better still.

Wedve got two proctors now, so | expect to do
are both top notch workers, and we can depend on them. After all, testing is the entry
point for the whole Mensa picture.

The SI Gs are where most of the entertainment v
some dynamic ones. Denton Area Mensa (HOT DAM) is at its highest point since it

began. The GEO SIG is getting a lot of attendancéi | have hopes that we can get a

program out of that group one of these months. The Shoot SIG is doing well indeed fi

how about a program from the group, Bill? Both the Book SIG and the Movie SIG are

really compelling and generate some fine conversations. You should PARTICIPATE.
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MENSA HOLIDAY PARTY
By Dorothy and Jim Wicker
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The 2007 12th Night Holiday Party was a huge success. Bobby Bush led us in a holiday sing

al ong. We even had some 12th Night food: Carl os
Wi cker made his oOLambdés wool 0. We had nog>XWhite
did have a 0Grey El ephant ¢ afinlbthaf which werelgelypedw &: h For k
by collectors of the same.

I f you missed | ast yearos fun, please joingius this
12th Night Party on Saturday, January 3, 2009, at 7:00 p.m. A tradition of 12th Night, the shar-

ing of gifts, will be observed. So wrap and bring your favorite white elephant or Christmas

bargain for the o0revolvingd gift exchange. The fe
Clayton Road East, Fort Worth. Dress is casual, but please bring something to share (food or

drink). Medieval supper items would be nice. Come dressed in Medieval outfits and bring a

Medieval story to tell by the fire, if you like.

Please RSVP to 817 738953, but if you forget, come anyway.

FYYYYIYIVI VIV VYN YRSV YYY Y



TALES FROM THE BUSH COUNTRY

by BOBBY BUSH

Back in the summer of 2007,I devoted a couple of columns to listing the reasons Earth is
mocked everywhere else in the galaxy as the o0op!
Here are some more of them:

=

We pretend that Batman has nipples but Batgirl doesn't.

n

...that a vote is wasted unless it's cast for the winner.

3. ...that areligion that has as one of its fundamental practices the initiation of 12-
year-olds into the world of sex is just as likely to have been started by a woman
as a man.

4. ...that the only minority religion that's not a crackpot cult is the one we adhere
to.

5. ...that the fact the U.S. elected a black president means the saggpantsed moron
who just took your watch to the pawn shop can be anything he wants to be.

6. ...that the fact no one alive today is a former slave means today's African
Americans don't have it that bad.

7. ...that an American car company will someday be run by a slate of officers each
of whom can make a pitcher of Kool -Aid without looking at the recipe on the
package twice.

8. ...thatthere's no inherent logical contradiction in believing in the Warren
Commission report but not in Santa Claus.

9. ...that a 30Gpound man who puts on protective gear and runs into other
similarly equipped men deserves a scholarship more than someone who got a
1300SAT.

10. ...that poker is a sport but bridge, chess and backgammon aren't.

11. ...that it made more sense to spend the $70Willion that was taken from us at
gunpoint on golden parachutes than on paying off the mortgage of every
homeowner in the country.

12. ...that the $700billion in question is not counterfeit money because it was printed
by the U.S. Treasury.

13. ...that a labor union doesn't have a vested interest in limiting the happiness of
the workers at any given company.

14. ...that we wouldn't have 14 -year-olds working 70 -hour weeks if the labor unions
hadn't forced the government to lean on the CEOs.



Regional Vice Chair Ramblings, continued from page 3

| believe my rights were violated and continue to be violated.

| believe the AMC forum belongs to the board of directors in general, and | would ap-
preciate seeing any documentation to the contrary, if such exists. | do not believe that
my posting on M -Pol constituted justification for barring me from the AMC e -list.

For me, this is certainly not the end of the w
fall into that category of individuals often ¢
author. We lead an active and interesting life, of which Mensa is only a part. While

Mensa is important to me, neither my membership nor my position on the AMC defines

my identity.

Rather, the assault on me is more an attack on you, the members of Region Six. And an
attack on representative governance.

Subsequently and shortly before the AMC meeting, Chairman Russ Bakke did reinstate

me on the AMC e-list, and when members asked me what had occurred, why the

change of heart had happened, I stated | had b
This was neither a reposting from the AMC e -list nor a violation of attorney -client privi-

lege. It was simple fact. Unfortunately, that ruling had been referenced on the confiden-

tial AMCe-listoby one of Mensads | egal counsels. Sinct
tained to me, it would logically follow that I

harm to any individual nor the organization.

Chairman Bakke again removed me from the AMC e-list. Violation of attorney -client

privilege was mentioned. Attorney -client privilege exists for a lot of excellent reasons.

And it can be used for a | ot of | ess than exce
be protected by noting that legal counsel told the chairman he was incorrect. There was

no harm done to Mensa or to the chairman. | believe that | had a duty to explain the

reasons for my reinstatement to the members of my region. Even before receiving the

statement from counsel, others and | had discussed that my removal was likely not legal

or prudent.

While | hate to resurrect a cliché from the past presidential political campaign, | think

my major offence is that of being a é maverick
tive Mensa | egislation. I have strongly oppose
withholding information from the membership. I
judicial system is increasingly being stacked against members that the powers-that-be

would Iike to kick out of the organization. Th
that | wondt roll over .

Continued on page 7



Regional Vice Chair Ramblings, continued from page 3

| am profoundly disturbed that the chairman would treat me in this manner. It is
discourteous and not collegial. He appears to be waging a vendetta against me be-
cause a few AMC members have claimed that abiding by a rule (confidentiality) is
far more important than abiding by the spirit of the rule, that is, what the rule is de-
signed to protect. And there ARE items on the AMC e -list that deserve absolute con-
fidentiality, to be sure. The chairman should be a symbol of what is Good within
Mensa, not a cudgel of suppression.

I can i magine the talk and hysteria that

cannot trust him! What if, god forbid, there was a lawsuit or something? He would

reveal al | to outsiders!o Please remember

have received the Certificate of Achievement awarded by the AMC for my extensive

services for the organization, 40 years

would dishonor what | have worked so hard for?

At present, the campaign Mr. Bakke & Co. is waging centers on the private and re-
stricted AMC e -list. Where next? Who next?

I requested that interpretive counsel
AMC -approved documents, including the RVC job description, RVC Handbook,
AMC Handbook and other documents that describe the rights of an RVC and board

me mber . Il remain very aware of what <cou
me what you wish the decision should be

tics. We shall see if that attitude continues. | have now have been told that | may no

|l onger consult with Mensads | egal couns

situation is, but | am still banned from the AMC e -list, and, therefore, from informa-
tion that [Sic. The paragraph ended herefi Editor]

If American Mensa is about power, posturing, politics and regulation where the
members and local groups are a necessary inconvenience, to be told nothing, it will
cease to be a meaningful refuge for our members.

For me the major question is whether or not I, as a standard bearer for the groups
of Region Six, should stand and resist . As reason and dialogue seem irrelevant, |

considered filing O0Acts Inimical to Mensabé

lieve have violated their responsibilities. Although such filings have become fre-
quent and flagrant lately, this is the most serious action available to defending
American Mensa from harm, to keeping Mensa a membership society.

Continued on page 14
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JANUARY 2009

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun
1 2 3 4
7:00 pm
7:00 pm 12th Night
Denton Area Holiday Party
Group
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
7:00 pm
Denton Area
Group
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
6:30 pm 1:00 pm
Board Meet 7:00 pm Shoot SIG
7:00 PM Denton Area
Monthly Group 3i 5 pm
Meeting Book SIG
7:00 pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
7:00 pm 3:00 pm
Denton Area Z'Ome Eclectic Book
Group Movie SIG SIG
26 27 28 29 30 31
7:00 pm
Denton Area
Group
Want to know whatds going on at the o

Check out the North Texas Mensa calendar at

http://northtexasmensa.org/ntm/index.php
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JANUARY EVENTS

Every Thursday Evening
i—é_.% 7:00 pm- Hang Out Together. Denton Area Mensans at the Jupiter

< —~—"> House Coffee Shop, 106 North Locust Street, Denton. (Cross Streets:
Between W Hickory St/E Hickory St and W Oak St/E Oak St, located
on the square). Contact Dave Hodgson at 940 626 4451.

SATURDAY, January 3

B 7:00 pmi  Mensa 12th Night Holiday Party at Dorothy and Jim

MWi ckerds, 3436 Clayton Road East, For
7384953 if you plan to attend.
MONDAY, January 12
;\‘5 6:30 pm- Mensa 76 Board Meeting . Open to all members.
Opportunity to ask questions and raise issues. Join us at the Coors
location just prior to monthly meeting.
7:00 pm- Mensa 76 Monthly Meeting. Fr ee beer and cool ers. Yc

bring food to share. No smoking allowed at the facility.

NOTE: THERE 1S NO 6BRUNCH AT BAYLEY®&6Sd THI
SUNDAY, January 18

*1:00 pm- Shoot SIG. Please contact Bill Melms to let him know if
you will participate. Contact him at tbil(at)yahoo.com or 817 246

SUNDAY, January 18

- 7:00 pm- Mensa 76 Book SIG. The Book SIG will discuss works of
\// Studs Terkel at their January 18 meeting, 35 , at Judith Ray

Buffalo Grove Rd, FW 76108. Phone is 817 246 7778.

(continued on next page)

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 14th of Month . M
Ujjwal Lahoti at ulahoti@yahoo.com @
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JAN UARY EVENTSfrom previous page)

Mensa76 Book Club continued

Studs Terkel was acclaimed for his efforts to preserve American oral history . His
1985 bookThe Good Warwhich detailed peoples' accounts of the country's
involvement in World War I, won the Pulitzer Prize. For Hard Times: An Oral
History of the Great Depressipmerkel assembled recollections of theGreat
Depression that spanned the socioeconomic spectrum, from Okies, through prison
inmates, to the wealthy. His 1974 book, Working, in which (as reflected by its

subtitle) People Talk About What They Do All Day and How They Feel About What They

Do, also was highly acclaimed.

Rather than narrowing in on a single book, pick any one of his numerous works
and come prepared to give a brief synopsis.

FRIDAY, January 23

7:00 pm- Movie SIG . We are showing "Wanted" with Angelina Jolie, a
fairly recent movie, this month. Please join us at 536 Bent Oak Dr., Fort
Worth 76131, call Vicki Page 817847-9840 for directions or just to let us
know you will be there. Please bring a snack to share and whatever you want to
drink. There are cats and dogs in residence; no smoking in the house.

SUNDAY, January 25

3:00 pm- Eclectic Book Club. At time of this publication there was no
\%// book announced for January. They meet at community room at Half
Price Books at 5803 E. Northwest Hwy, Dallas (east of Central

Expressway). Visit the Book Club website at http://
ntmbookclub.sytes.net for further details. If you don't have time to read, come
anyway. For further information contact Larry Strickler at 972 495 8076 or
Istricklerl@tx.rr.com or Bill Rock at 972 396 8160 orock.pile@computer.org.

REMEMBERDorothy and Jim Wicker are hostinga 12  t Night Party, a Mensa 76 tradition,
on Saturday, January 3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Good_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hard_Times:_An_Oral_History_of_the_Great_Depression&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hard_Times:_An_Oral_History_of_the_Great_Depression&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Okie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Working_(book)
mailto:rock.pile@computer.org
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Exercise Your Mind

by UJJWAL LAHOTI

This month | am presenting another puzzle of a Prison Warden who likes to play
games with his prisonersd |ives.

A warden meets with 23
new prisoners when they
arrive. He tells them, "You
may meet today and plan a
strategy. But after today,
you will be in isolated cells
and will have no communi-
cation with one another.

1

» 14

7

"In the prison is a switch room, which contains two
switches labeled A and B, each of which can be in either
the 'On’ or the 'Off' position. | am not telling you their
present positions. The switches are not connected to anything.

"After today, from time to time, | will select one prisoner at random and escort
him to the switch room. This prisoner will reverse the position of exactly one of
the two switches. The prisoner does not have the option of moving both or none
of the switches. | will repeat the same thing, choosing prisoners at random. | may
choose the same guy three times in a row, or | may jump around and come back.
But, given enough time, everyone will eventually visit the switch room as many
times as everyone else. At any time anyone of you may declare to me, 'We have
all visited the switch room.’

"If it is true, then you will all be set free. If it is false, and somebody has not yet
visited the switch room, you will be fed to the alligators."

Hint: Take a long term perspective.

If you have an original puzzle that you want to share with other Mensans, please
send it to me with the answer. The puzzle will be published with due credits.

I f you candét stand the curiosity, emai

ul



