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Everyone has heard of the Barnett Shale, and it's im-
possible to miss the many drilling rigs that are going up 
all over North Central Texas. What is the Barnett 
Shale?  Why all the recent interest in it?  Are we run-
ning out of natural gas?  What are the environmental 
and economic impacts of all the drilling? 
 
Our November speaker is Norman Herrera, Public Affairs Officer for 
Chesapeake Energy, the largest producer of natural gas in the United 
States. Chesapeake's strategy is focused on discovering, acquiring, and 
developing conventional and unconventional natural gas reserves on-
shore in the United States. Mr. Herrerra will answer all of your ques-
tions when he explains how natural gas is found, extracted, and deliv-
ered to your home in his informative presentation “Drilling 101”. 

Mensa 76 is having a contested election. Your vote counts! So 
please vote. Read page 13 for ballot and voting instructions. 

================================================ 
Mensa 76 is organizing a food drive for Hurricane Ike victims; 50 lbs 

of food has been collected. However, we need more! See page 6. 
================================================= 

North Texas Mensa is organizing the Feast  
of Pleasures and Delights Regional Gathering  

over Thanksgiving weekend; read details on page 3.  

THIS MONTH’S 
SPEAKER 

by Rosalie Rogers 
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Mensa 76’s website:  http://mensa76.us.mensa.org/ 
 
NTM (Dallas Mensa’s) website/calendar: http://www.northtexasmensa.org/ 
 
American Mensa’s website:  http://www.us.mensa.org/ 
 
To join Mensa 76’s online forum visit:  http://www.lists.us.mensa.org/mailman/
listinfo/mensa76/  
 
To post to the forum (after you’ve joined):  Mensa76@lists.us.mensa.org 
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GEOSIG goes Downtown 
by UJJWAL LAHOTI 

After a brief respite during the hot summer months, GeoSIG re-
convened for a historic visit to downtown Fort Worth.  We were 
looking primarily for virtual caches (A virtual cache is a cache 
that exists in a form of a location) which provided a fascinating 
insight to some of Fort Worth’s historical buildings and monu-
ments.  We explored an old medical college that worked as a 
hospital at a time when there was no public hospital in Fort 
Worth and stuck our hands (as well as face) out on a railing over 
the freeway trying to grab a cache. We also visited the court-
house and the library and garnered some facts about these build-
ings that we had never known. All in all it was a good day out! 

Thanksgiving is coming and that means one thing. No, forget the turkey, 
you can have that any time of year. Thanksgiving is time for North Texas 
Mensa's Regional Gathering, "The Feast of Pleasures and Delights." 
This is our biggest party of the year. It brings together people from our 
local group, all around the region and beyond for a fabulous weekend chock full of great 
fun the Mensa way. What does that mean? 
 

• Plenty of interesting, entertaining and thought provoking speakers. 
• Fun and fantastic games and tournaments - including another Puzzle Quest odyssey 

created by Brigette and Jason, Scrabble Scramble and the ever-popular Armchair 
Treasure Hunt. 

• Tastings! Tastings! Tastings! This year's Epicurean roundup includes tequila, coffee, 
cheese, beer and wine. These sell out fast, so reserve your place NOW! 

• Dancing the night away at the Formal-As-You-Like Saturday. 
• An LDW! This year, the RG will also include a Leadership Development Track. If 

you've been wanting to get more involved in Mensa and build your leadership skills, 
this is the time, this is the place. 

 
Venue for the meet is Radisson Hotel Dallas East, 11350 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX 
75238, (214) 341-5400. Cost for the entire RG is $45 before October 31st, $60 after Oc-
tober 31st and Day passes are $16 Thursday (Nov 27), $32 Friday (Nov 28), $32 Satur-
day (Nov 29), $5 Sunday (Nov 30).  Further details and registration information are 
available at http://www.northtexasmensa.org. 

Feast of Pleasures and Delights Regional Gathering 
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JUDITH’S JOTTINGS 
by JUDITH RAY 

Vote and Volunteer. 
 
Remember we have a contested Mensa election so you need to vote.  
Also remember, all volunteer positions are only good as long as the board that ap-
pointed them, so you need to volunteer even if you want to continue in your current 
position. 
 
Mark your calendars. Don’t miss the Holiday/New Member Party at December 
Meeting or the Twelfth Night Party and the Wickers in January (details page 7). 

A.K.A.—Also Known As 
by MARILYN SALLEE 

Ah, how swiftly a year passes.  The A.K.A. column has been running for a year 
now, and it is time to wrap it up and allow someone else use of the column space. 
 
So if you have always wanted to see your name in print, have an idea you want to 
share with your fellow Ms on a regular basis, or are just opinionated and want to get 
some of it off your chest, here’s your opportunity.  I’m sure the editor will be de-
lighted to hear from you. 
 

*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''*:·- :¦:-·:*'''''* 
Answers to Last Month:  Book People 
 
Ray Bradbury also published under the name 
Edward Banks  
 
The Three Musketeers were: 
Porthos - Monsieur du Vallon 
 Athos - Le Comte de La Fère 
 Aramis - Chevalier d'Herblay 
 
Supposedly Mr. Theodore Geisel was rejected 
at least 30 times by publishers until he changed his name to Dr. Seuss. 
 
"Miriam Webster" is the pseudonym of Amy Babich. 
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TALES FROM THE BUSH COUNTRY 
by BOBBY BUSH 

Our government runs on magic, and I can show you it's true. Hide and watch. 
 
One day when I was in fourth grade, we went to the school cafeteria for a magic 
show. The presenter did several nifty tricks with standard props such as a wand and a 
top hat, but his closer is the only one I really remember. He stood behind a waist-
high two-panel Japanese screen and made a white dove vanish. After the bird went 
away, a white feather kept fluttering above the rim of the screen repeatedly. Being 
young and gullible, we all knew without a doubt that the dove was behind that screen 
and our conjurer had let his guard down. The illusionist was enjoying our certitude 
the way I enjoyed my first Marx Brothers movie several years later. Suddenly he 
turned the screen around and showed us that the white feather was attached to a pivot 
and pulled by a string. While we were concentrating on that feather, he could have 
gone to his car and back three times. None of us ever came close to knowing where 
that winged creature went. 
 
The principle of misdirection he was using is one of the basic building blocks of the 
universe of trickery. Humans are easy to distract with no more than a well- timed 
gesture, a hand flourish, or even a loud noise. Props make it even easier, and one 
time-honored favorite is the silk scarf. With a little practice, one can get away with 
nearly anything by waving that piece of cloth at the right moment. 
 
Here's what you need to know: we're all watching a magic show right now. The 
federal government is the magician. The cloth (s)he is using to distract us is made of 
bunting instead of silk, and it's red, white and blue. Are you getting the picture? 
  
Don't just take my word for it, though; listen to a real magician: Teller, the quieter 
half of the duo known as Penn and Teller. He's not mute, and when he's not on stage, 
he'll talk your ear off. Here is the term he used to describe our elections: “magician's 
choice.” This is another of the basic building blocks of the science of illusion: 
offering the subject what appears to be two options but is really just one. A variation 
on that involves offering two options but subtly steering the mark's choice in the 
direction that will produce the desired result. The magicians who hold the real power 
in this country perform tricks based on these particular riffs over and over, and only a 
very few audience members ever catch on. My advice to you this November? Enjoy 
the show. 
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FOOD DRIVE 
Because No One Should Go Hungry 

by MARILYN SALLEE 

The October Food Drive to replenish the bare cupboards of our 
local Tarrant County Food Bank netted more than fifty pounds 
of canned goods and dried beans to help feed the hungry and 
provide a box of food to needy families during the ap-
proaching holiday season. 
 
This is a great start, but we can do better.   

 
Most of the State’s Food Banks were 
emptied during the Hurricane Ike re-
lief effort.  Help build that supply 
back up to operating standards by 
bringing any of the following items 
to the November meeting. 
 

 
 
 

 
Please bring food to the November Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Please bring the food to the  
November Meeting 

1. Canned Meats 
2. Beef Stew 
3. Chunk Light Tuna in Water 
4. Pork and Beans 
5. Canned Soup 
6. Canned Vegetables 
7. Canned Fruit 

8. Spaghetti in Tomato Sauce 
9. Dried Beans 
10. Dried Rice 
11. Boxed Cereal 
12. Cereal Bars 
13. Fruit juice 
(please no glass containers) 
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October Food Drive Collection 

October 
50 pounds 
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MENSA HOLIDAY PARTY 
by DOROTHY WICKER 

The 2007 12th night holiday 
party was a huge success. Hy 
Siegel, with his usual Curmudg-
eon-at- large diplomacy, insisted 
on a group photo (see photo). 
Bobby Bush led us in a holiday 
sing along (see photos). We 
even had some 12th night food: 
Carlos Webb made ‘12th night 
cake" and Jim Wicker made his 
"Lamb’s wool". We had no 
"White Elephants" in the gift 

exchange, but we did have a "Grey Elephant" and a "Turkey with Forked Feet" – 
both of which were grabbed by collectors of 
the same – which just proves – there is 
someone for everything.  
  
If you missed last year’s fun, please join us 
this year. Dorothy and Jim Wicker are host-
ing a 12th Night Party on Saturday, January 
3, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. A tradition of 12th 
Night, the sharing of gifts, will be observed. 
So wrap up and bring your favorite white 
elephant or after Christmas bargain for the 

"revolving" gift exchange. The festivities 
will be at the Wickers’ home, 3436 Clay-
ton Road East, in Fort Worth. Dress is 
casual, but please bring something to 
share (food or drink). Medieval supper 
items would be nice. Come dressed in 
Medieval outfits and bring a Medieval 
story to tell by the fire, if you like. Please 
RSVP to 817-738-4953, but if you forget, 
come anyway. We're looking forward to 
seeing you there. 
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NOVEMBER 2008 

Want to know what’s going on at the other end of the metroplex? 

Check out the North Texas Mensa calendar at   
http://www.northtexasmensa.org 
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18. 
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Feast of 
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Feast of 
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ures RG, 
Dallas TX 

 



NOVEMBER EVENTS 
Every Thursday Evening 

7:00 pm - Hang Out Together. Denton Area Mensans at the Jupiter 
House Coffee Shop, 106 North Locust Street, Denton. (Cross Streets: 
Between W Hickory St/E Hickory St and W Oak St/E Oak St, located 
on the square). Contact Dave Hodgson at 940 626 4451. 

 
SUNDAY, November 2 

3:00 pm - GeoSIG. This month we will do a string of cemetery 
caches around the Aledo area. We will meet at Marilyn’s house to 
park our cars, and then head out in one or two vehicles to visit a half-
dozen small rural cemeteries around Aledo. If interested contact 
Marilyn at mensa76mar(at)yahoo.com or call 817 441 7388. 

 
SATURDAY, November 8 

9:00 am - Gifted Children -Tour the Dallas Morning News 
Printing Plant at 3900 W Plano Parkway, Plano, TX 
75075.  (MAPSCO 6-B) Tell the gate guard you are with Mensa 
Gifted Children. Ages 10 and up, wear closed-toe shoes; plenty of 
walking.  Picnic afterwards at Longhorn Park.  For further details 

and RSVP, contact Bill Rock at 972 396 8160 or rock.pile(at)computer.org. 
 
MONDAY, November 10 

6:30 pm - Mensa 76 Board Meeting. Open to all members. 
Opportunity to ask questions and raise issues. Join us at the Coors 
location just prior to monthly meeting.   
7:00 pm - Mensa 76 Monthly Meeting. Free beer and coolers. You’re 

invited to bring food to share. No smoking allowed at the facility. 
 

FRIDAY, November 14 
12:00 noon - Soda Springs BBQ. Join us for great BBQ and 
conversation. Soda Springs is located at 8620 Clifford St (817 246 4644). 
Contact Gayle Webb at jolligirl57(at)sbcglobal.net or at 817 346 3687. 

(continued on next page) 
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SATURDAY, November 15 
11:00 am - Brunch at Bayley’s. A great way to start a Saturday 
morning with fellow Mensans. Bayley’s is located on the SW corner of 
Harwood and Norwood at 109 W. Harwood Rd. in Hurst. RSVP to Hy 
Siegel at 817 457 2665. 

 
SUNDAY, November 16 

1:00 pm - Shoot SIG. Please contact Bill Melms to let him know if you 
will participate. Contact him at tbil(at)yahoo.com or 817 246 0743. 
 

FRIDAY, November 21 
7:00 pm - Movie SIG. We're showing “True Grit" with John Wayne, an 
all time favorite of many people. Please bring a snack to share and 
whatever you want to drink. There are dogs and cats in the house; no 
smoking. Showing at Vicki Page's house, 536 Bent Oak Drive, Ft. Worth 

76131, her phone no. 817 847 9840.  
 
TUESDAY, November 25 

12:00 noon - Merryland Chinese Buffet Lunch Bunch. New Grand 
Buffet is located on the west side of Fort Worth by Ridgmar Mall 
(817 732 8088). Contact Gayle Webb jolligirl57(at)sbcglobal.net  or 
call 817 346 3687. 

 
THURSDAY To SUNDAY, November 27-30 

Feast of Pleasures Regional Gathering (RG) - RG is being 
organized at Radisson Hotel Dallas East, 11350 LBJ Freeway, Dallas, 
TX 75238, (214) 341-5400.  Full registration $60, Thursday day pass 
is $16, Friday and Saturday day passes are $32 each and Sunday day 

pass is $5, children 6-17 half price and 0-5 free. Read further details on page 3.  
 
Mensa 76 Book SIG: The book and date for November will be decided in 
the October meeting of Book SIG. Contact Judith at 817 246 7778 to get 
further details. 

NOVEMBER EVENTS (from previous page) 
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Exercise Your Mind 
by UJJWAL LAHOTI 

This month I present you a number puzzle contributed by Terry Stickels. Using 
the numbers 1 - 6, it is possible to build a number triangle whose sides will add up 
to the same value. Example: 
  

1                          4 
6   4                     3    2 

3    2   5                5   1    6 
  
In the first example, the sides total 10; in the second example the total of each side 
is 12 ( there are more triangles where this is possible ). 
  
Is it possible to do this with the numbers 1 - 10? Note: Because there will be four 
rows of 1,2,3, and 4 numbers respectively, the third row will contain a " middle " 
number which will not be part of the addition because it is not on one of the sides. 
 
If you have an original puzzle that you want to share with other Mensans, please 
send it to me with the answer. The puzzle will be published with due credits. 
If you can’t stand the curiosity, email ulahoti(at)yahoo.com for the answer.  
……………………... 

Answer to the Last Month’s word puzzle: 
 

The words (below) in the last month’s puzzle are all a single letter followed by a 
palindrome, so that if you move the 1st letter to the end, you get the word spelled 
backwards. I.e. Banana = ananaB.  
 

 

 
 

1. Banana 
2. Dresser 
3. Grammar 
4. Potato 
5. Revive 
6. Uneven 
7. Assess 

Last month’s puzzle 
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Last month’s speaker was Dan Levine, profes-
sor of psychology at University of Texas, Ar-
lington. He gave us a fascinating insight into the 
decision making processes used by the brain. 
He started out by explaining the two main ideas 
behind decisions –knowledge instinct (finding 
all possible scenarios) and effort minimization 
(using the short cut), the ratio of which varies 
from person to person. He then talked about one 
of the earliest decision making models formu-
lated -Maximizing utility, a model that is still 
popular in economics today. This is the method 

of making decisions in risky scenarios by calculating preference functions (called util-
ity values) and finding the alternative with the highest utility. Although at one time 
“Maximizing utility” was the only possible decision making model, violations were 
found in this method. This led to the concept of decision making heuristics which was 
introduced by Nobel laureate Herbert Simon. The heuristics, he developed, used vari-
ables of availability, representation, anchoring and adjustment to come to a decision. 
 
Dan then spoke of two simple ideas used by people to make decisions- Risk seeking for 
loss and risk averse for gain. Studies showed that people in general prefer safety and 
often make decisions based on these concepts. 
 
Finally, to give a deeper understanding of how the brain decides when to use knowl-
edge instinct versus effort minimization, Dan showed us which portions of the brain are 
being used for these decision making processes. Neuroimaging studies found that the 
amygdala is the center for primary emotional experiences and is used to solve  a simple 
problem like where to buy gas. For complex decisions, the orbital prefrontal cortex 
(cognitive emotional linkage), anterior cingulated cortex (detecting risk or conflict) and 
dorsolateral prefrontal cortex (working memory, complex idea) are used.  
 
Following our understanding of these processes, the speaker concluded that there is still 
much about the brain that is not understood. The conundrum that the brain poses was 
substantiated by our discussion on the processes that the brain could have used for 
making the recent decisions by policy makers regarding the financial crisis. This led to 
the agreement that the brain is one big mess! 

LAST MONTH’S FUN 
by UJJWAL LAHOTI 
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MENSA 76 2008 ELECTION 

Voting Instructions 
1. You may vote either in person at the November meeting (Monday November 10, 

2008) or mail the accompanying ballot (copies allowed) to:  
 Al Celaya – Election Committee,  
 1403 Park Place Blvd., Apt 507, Hurst, Texas 76053 

2. All ballots must be postmarked on or before November 30, 2008.  Please write 
your Mensa membership number on the back of the envelope. You may find it 
right above your name on the mailing label of this newsletter. 

3. At the November meeting, candidates will be allowed 3 minutes at the beginning 
of the meeting to introduce themselves and make a statement concerning their 
candidacy.  Ballots and voting materials will be provided at the meeting and 
voting will continue until the end of the meeting.  At the meeting, mark your 
ballot and place it in the unmarked envelope provided.  The unmarked envelope 
will be placed in another larger envelope upon which please write your Mensa 
member number (a listing of name and member numbers will be provided). 

Mensa 76 Ballot – Fall 2008 
Loc Sec (vote for one) 

Vice Loc Sec (vote for one) 

Treasurer (vote for one) 

Scribe (vote for one) 

Member-at-Large (vote for three) 

 

   Dave Hodgson      Gayle Johnson Webb 

   Bill Melms         

   Carlos Webb        

   Vicki Page        

   Randy Farmer      Ujjwal Lahoti 

   Joe Lively      Hy Siegel 

   Charles West        

(Continued on page 14) 
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Ujjwal Lahoti for Member at Large 
 

I am running for the position of Member at Large for the Mensa 76 board. I have 
been a member of Mensa for the past 2 years. During this time, I have been the 
newsletter editor for a year and participated in various SIGs. Through Mensa, I 
have made new friends and had some fascinating discussions during our meetings.  
 
As a member at large, I want to concentrate on reaching out to existing and new 
members and make more members active in the organization. I believe Mensa has 
something for everyone and together we can make it. 
 
Yours, 
Ujjwal Lahoti 

MESSAGE FROM THE NOMINEES 

(Continued from Voting Instructions Column on page 13) 
 
4. Ballots from the November meeting will be kept unopened until the December 

meeting.  At the December meeting, the ballots submitted at the November 
meeting along with the mail- in ballots received will be counted.  The winners 
of the election will be announced at the December meeting and the new board 
will take office at the January meeting.  

Dave Hodgson for Loc-Sec 
 
I’m running for Loc-Sec of Mensa 76 to help foster growth of attendance, more 
SIGs, and greater participation in meetings. As a member of South Carolina 
Mensa I held all elective offices plus two appointive ones. Here in Fort Worth, 
I’ve been Greeter, Member at Large, and Secretary. 
 
We have an excellent club here, and, with effort, we can make it better still. After 
20 years in Mensa, I’m asking you to join me in moving on to better meetings, in-
triguing SIGs, and more service to the community. 
 
Yours for Mensa, 
Dave Hodgson 
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Last Updated August 08 
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Directions to the Monthly Meeting 
7:00 PM, the 2nd Monday of every month 

 
We meet in the Hospitality Room at Coors on McMillan Parkway, just south of 
Meacham Blvd., one mile south of where NE Loop 820 meets I-35W. 
 
Southbound:  Exit I-35W at Meacham and go east (under the overpass).  Take 
the first right, onto the new Mercantile Plaza Drive.  Where it ends turn right, 
cross McMillan at the crossover, then turn into the Coors parking lot. 
 
Northbound:  Exit I-35W at Meacham and turn right at Coors. 
 
Come for free beer and coolers and non-alcoholic drinks, munchies (feel 
free to bring some, too), and lively fun - all at no charge!  
Feel free to bring a guest along. 
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